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WTO Notification Requirements: 
Background and Procedures
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https://www.wto.org/index.htm


NOTIFICATIONS : WHY? 

ADVANTAGES

Transparency

Collective surveillance
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DISADVANTAGES

Should Members notify
everything?

Costs: 
production, circulation, analysis



NOTIFICATIONS: WHO?
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The member
adopting a 
measure

The member to 
whom the 
measure is

applied (reverse 
notification)



NOTIFICATIONS:HOW? 
(2)

WHAT NEEDS TO BE 
DONE?
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NATIONAL COORDINATION

DATA PREPARATION

PRESENTATION

REVIEW: ORAL 

AND WRITTEN QUESTIONS



NOTIFICATIONS : WHEN?
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Legislation
Changes in 
legislation

Stock: 
Measures in 
place 

Changes: 
Measures
taken in a 
given period

Step-by-step: 
individual 
actions



NOTIFICATIONS: HOW? (1)
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GUIDELINES FORMATS SAMPLES (NOTIFICATIONS 
ALREADY SUBMITTED)

See Technical Cooperation Handbook on Notification Requirements: 

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/handbook_on_notifications_complete_e.pdf

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/handbook_on_notifications_complete_e.pdf


NOTIFICATIONS: 
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Central Registry of Notifications (CRN) WT/INF/25/Rev.3

A call every year for each
Member -

“tailor-made” listing of regular

notifications

Reminders - “tailor-made” list of 
unfulfilled regular notifications



Calls and reminders

• From all divisions 
concerned

Data 
collection

• Per Member

• Per requirement

Data 
consolidation

• To all Heads of Delegations

Email 
dispatch
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From submission to publication
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Draft completed     >>>   Submitted / Approved                         >>>  Published

Notification status 

Member CRN Division Translation, 
preparation 
for 
distribution

DOL

Notification portal

Central Registry of Notifications (CRN) WT/INF/25/Rev.3



NOTIFICATIONS: THE OTHER SIDE
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What to do with other countries’ notifications?

CIRCULATION ANALYSIS QUESTIONS DISSEMINATION



List of Notification Requirements

❑ Sources of Information: 

❑ Technical Cooperation Handbook on Notification 
Requirements

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/handbook_on_noti
fications_complete_e.pdf

❑ Portal of Notification Portal: 

https://notifications.wto.org/en/notification-requirements
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https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/handbook_on_notifications_complete_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/handbook_on_notifications_complete_e.pdf
https://notifications.wto.org/en/notification-requirements
https://notifications.wto.org/en/notification-requirements
https://notifications.wto.org/en/notification-requirements


List of One-time only notifications for the Goods area (1/3)  (G/C/W/859- Annex 1) 
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List of One-time only notifications for the Goods area (2/3)  (G/C/W/859- Annex 1) 
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Amended in G/C/W/886



List of One-time only notifications for the Goods area (3/3)  (G/C/W/859- Annex 1) 
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List of recurrent/ periodic notifications for the Goods area (1/3)  (G/C/W/859- Annex 1) 
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List of recurrent/ periodic notifications for the Goods area (2/3)  (G/C/W/859- Annex 1) 
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List of recurrent/ periodic notifications for the Goods area (2/3)  (G/C/W/859- Annex 1) 
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Notification Requirements in Services

Overview of WTO Notification Requirements18

Notification Requirements  Periodicity 

Change in regulation significantly affecting trade in services (III:3) Ad hoc  

Establishment of enquiry points and changes (III:4) One time / Ad hoc 

Establishment of contact points for developed Members (IV:2) One time / Ad hoc 

Conclusion of, or accession to, an Economic Integration Agreement 
(V:7a) 

One time 

Significant modification of an RTA liberalizing trade in services 
(V:7a) 

Ad hoc 

Labour market integration Agreements (V bis (b)) Ad hoc 

Existing or new recognition measures and modifications (VII:4a) One time / Ad hoc 

Opening of negotiation on recognition (VII:4b) Ad hoc 

Adoption/modification of recognition measures (VII:4c) Ad hoc 

Granting of new monopoly rights (VIII:4) Ad hoc 

Exclusive service suppliers (VIII:5) Ad hoc 

Emergency safeguard measures (X:2) Ad hoc 

Modifications to schedules of specific commitments (XXI:1b) Ad hoc 

Treatment of permanent residents as nationals (XXVIII k) One time 

MFN exemption termination One time 

 



Notification Requirements in TRIPS
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Requirement Periodicity

Laws and regulations and changes (Article 63.2) One time / Ad hoc

IP enforcement law and practices (Checklist) One time / Ad hoc

Limited eligibility criteria (Article 1.3 Phonograms/Broadcast) Ad hoc

MFN treatment limitations based on pre-WTO agreements (4d) Ad hoc

Contact points (Article 69 and Technical Cooperation) One time / Ad hoc

Technology Transfer incentive reports (Article 66.2) Annual / Triennial



Status of Notifications
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❑ Notification Portal

❑ Goods: 

❑ G/L/223 document series

❑ G/C/W/886

❑ List of Secretariat Reports for CTG’s Subsidiary Bodies: JOB/CTG/53/Rev.1 

❑ Services:

❑ Job(09)/10/Rev.14

❑ TRIPS: https://e-trips.wto.org/

https://e-trips.wto.org/
https://e-trips.wto.org/
https://e-trips.wto.org/


Notifications “compliance” has many dimensions
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Have 
Members 

submitted the 
information?

Timeliness Quality Completeness

Can only be assessed 
by Members

Requires data that is 
currently not 
available in 

database format



Data sources
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1. Central Registry of Notifications 
(CRN)

2. Notifications Portal

3. Divisional tables and data

Even with these sources, it was 
necessary to reconstruct some of 
the information based on the 
notifications in Documents Online

New report on submission rates 
(G/C/W/859)

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S005.aspx


Types of notifications
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Defined by Members in the 1996 report of the Working Group on Notification 
Obligations and Procedures which at the time considered 175 notification obligations. 
(See G/L/112, para. 13).

Some notification requirements have changed over the years with new agreements and 
decisions.

Ad hoc

•Notifications that are required when Members take certain actions

One-time only

• Notifications that require a Member to provide information for certain measures at 
the entry into force of the Agreement or within a certain period of time from that 
date

Regular or periodic notifications

• Notifications that require Members to provide information regularly; e.g. on a semi-
annual, annual, biennial, or triennial basis
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“Submission rates” 
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𝑆𝑢𝑏𝑚𝑖𝑠𝑠𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒 =
𝑁𝑜. 𝑜𝑓 𝑛𝑜𝑡𝑖𝑓𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠 𝒔𝒖𝒃𝒎𝒊𝒕𝒕𝒆𝒅

𝑬𝒙𝒑𝒆𝒄𝒕𝒆𝒅 𝑁𝑜. 𝑜𝑓 𝑛𝑜𝑡𝑖𝑓𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛𝑠
× 100

• Calculated as of 31 December 2024 for all notifications

• Relatively straightforward for one-time only; more challenging for the regular 
or periodic notifications

• How to count the EU and its Member states and Brexit? Only methodological 
point where there is variation across Committees.

• How to deal with LDC graduations? Different periodicity before and after 
graduation

• Etc.



Overall submission rates
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Also calculated for LDCs:  53.2% overall; 39.9% for regular/periodic; and 60.2% for one-time 
only Source: G/C/W/859



One-time only notifications
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Source: G/C/W/859



Regular / Periodic notifications
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Source: G/C/W/859



Number of notifications submitted per year
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Source: G/C/W/859
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