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Background and Objectives 

The Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Program is a partnership of eleven 
countries and development partners that cooperate for mutual benefit and greater regional 
prosperity. With support from the CAREC Secretariat, the Working Group on Climate Change 
(WGCC) developed the CAREC Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) for 2025–2027.  

The CCAP is a comprehensive regional cooperation framework to address climate change 
challenges in the CAREC region. It is structured around four main thematic action areas: Climate 
Risk, Preparedness and Health, Water–Energy–Food Security Nexus, and Low-Carbon Growth, 
as well as a CAREC Climate Platform. 

The 5th WGCC meeting will focus on low-carbon growth and on advancing countries’ capacity to 
access and participate in carbon markets through integrated regional cooperation.  

The meeting will focus on the following: (i) provide a comprehensive update on the CCAP 
implementation to-date; (ii) share best practices and knowledge on establishing the required 
building blocks for carbon market readiness (iii) identify countries’ needs and gaps for carbon 
market readiness, (iii) develop a regional carbon market readiness plan, (iv) discuss and plan next 
steps for the WGCC and CCAP implementation and any other business. 

                  
Scan the QR code for documents. 
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AGENDA 

 

 Day 1 

09:15–09:30 Registration 
Venue: Sirdaryo Meeting Room, Ground Level, Intercontinental Tashkent  

09:30–09:40 Opening remarks  

Mr. Timur Sabitov, Head of the Project Management Department at the National 
Committee on Ecology and Climate Change  

 

Mr. Asad Aleem, Regional Head, Regional Cooperation and Integration, Asian 
Development Bank (ADB)  

 

Mr. Iskandar Gulamov, Country Operations Head, Uzbekistan Resident Mission, 
ADB  

09:40–09:50 Session 1: Introduction of Program  

Objectives: Goals and agenda of the meeting, and key outputs for operationalizing 
the CCAP, including collaboration with CAREC WGs and DPs 

Mr. Kristian Rosbach, Senior Regional Cooperation Specialist, ADB 

9:50–11:00 Session 2: CCAP implementation status update 

Objective: Provide an overview of the CCAP implementation progress 

• CCAP Implementation Overview, Mr. Kristian Rosbach 

• ADB Glacier to Farm program and regional integration under Component 4, Mr. 
Annrou R. Ramos (online), Climate Change Officer, ADB 

• Regional climate risk assessment and formulation of a regional pipeline of 
resilience projects: experiences of Georgia, Kyrgyz Republic, and Tajikistan; 
next steps for extending to other CAREC countries, ABEC STREAM, Mr. 
Eduardo Garcia Alonso (online), ADB Consultant 

• CAREC Climate-Health Initiative Status Update, Ms. Lua Pottier (online), ADB 
Consultant  

• CAREC Partnership for Climate, Innovation and Trade, Ms. Dorothea Lazaro 
(online), Senior Regional Cooperation Specialist, ADB 

• Findings from the study on extreme hazards (dzud) for livestock in Mongolia, 
Ms. Dina Azhgaliyeva (online), Senior Economist (Climate Change), ADB  

Q&A and discussion  

11:00–11:20 Group Photo and Coffee/Tea Break  

11:20–13:00 Session 3: Deep Dive into Carbon Markets  

Conducted by Mr. V.K. Duggal, Unit Head, Carbon Markets, ADB 

• Current Status and Trends of International Carbon Markets 

• Role of International Carbon Markets for NDC Implementation  

• Roadmap for Enhancing Readiness for International Carbon Markets and 
ADB’s Carbon Market Program  

• Panel discussion with Mr. Dostukbek Obodoev, Program/Project Monitoring 
Expert, Climate Finance Center under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Kyrgyz 
Republic and Mr. Elbek Shomuratov, Chief Officer, National Climate Change 
Center, National Committee on Ecology and Climate Change (carbon market 
expert), Uzbekistan 

Q&A and discussion 

13:00–14:00 Lunch hosted by ADB 
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Venue: Nomad Restaurant, Level 1, Intercontinental Tashkent Hotel 
 

14:00–15:30 Session 4: Enhancing Readiness for Participation in International Carbon 
Markets – Experiences of Selected CAREC Member Countries 

Conducted by Ms. Tamiksha Singh, Carbon Finance Specialist, ADB 
Objective: To discuss countries’ experiences in building carbon market readiness 
for Article 6 

• Advancing Mongolia’s carbon market readiness in collaboration with 
development partners and partner countries, including Japan, the Republic of 
Singapore, the Republic of Korea, and the Swiss Confederation and progress 
on Climate Change Law, Mr. Durzee Odkhuu, National Focal Point of Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) for Mongolia    

• Exploring opportunities for establishing a carbon market in Turkmenistan, Mr. 
Allanazar Kajarov, Lead Specialist, State Environmental Expertise, 
Certification and Licensing Division, Department for Environmental Protection, 
Ministry of Environmental Protection 

• Learning by doing: Article 6.4 Mitigation Activity Design Document. (MADD) for 
green ammonia (Uzbekistan), Ms. Nigina Gulyamova, ACWA power 

• Strengthening carbon trading and JCM operationalization in Uzbekistan, Mr. 
Isomiddin Akramov, Programme Analyst on Climate Change, UNDP 
Uzbekistan 

Q&A and discussion  

 Working Coffee Break 

15:30–17:00 Session 4, continues: Establishing Domestic Carbon Market – Considerations 
and Experiences   

Objective: Understanding the prime consideration and rationale for setting up a 
domestic caron market and learning from the experience of other member states in 
the CAREC 
Conducted by Mr. George Anjaparidze, Carbon Market Expert (Consultant), ADB 

• Exploring the Impact and Opportunities of Carbon Pricing in the Transport 
Sector in the CAREC Region, Mr. Jurg Grütter, CEO Grutter Consulting 
(online), Consultant, ADB 

• Innovative Carbon Resource Application for Energy Transition Project in 
Uzbekistan (iCRAFT), Mr. Temur Malik Narzikulov, Director, Project Office 
"Center of Green Economy Projects" under the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance  

• Mr. Zhu Lei, Deputy Director & Associate Researcher of the Policy Research 
Center for Environment and Economy, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, 
PRC 

• Mr. Kakha Lomashvili, Senior Specialist, Climate Change Division, 
Environment and Climate Change Department, Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Agriculture, Georgia   

Q&A and discussion 

18:30 Dinner hosted by the Asian Development Bank 
Venue: Nomad Restaurant, Level 1, Intercontinental Tashkent Hotel 
 

Day 2 

09:00–09:15 Objectives of the day 

Mr. Kristian Rosbach, Senior Regional Cooperation Specialist, ADB 
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09:15–11:00 Session 5: Mapping readiness gaps and capacity needs by CAREC countries 

Conducted by Paulien Veen, Head of Carbon Markets, Perspectives Climate 
Group 

Objective: This session will engage countries in an interactive, moderated session 
to map their respective readiness gaps and identify capacity needs  

• Present gap analysis and discuss readiness requirements for CAREC countries 

• International and national carbon market readiness: countries’ gaps vs. 
required building blocks and sequence 

• Draft Article 6 Readiness Toolkit results 

Q&A and discussion 

11:00–11:15 Coffee/Tea Break 

11:15–12:30 Session 6: Enhancing Readiness for International Carbon Markets - Regional 
Cooperation Approach for the CAREC  

Conducted by Mr. V.K. Duggal, Unit Head, Carbon Markets  

Objective: Guided discussion on how ADB could support the readiness of CAREC 
countries, helping them in leveraging carbon finance opportunities for building a 
robust pipeline of mitigation projects in the region.  

• Discuss the regional carbon market readiness plan, including capacity building 
activities and knowledge exchange (within and outside the CAREC region) 

• Discuss options for a shared regional carbon market readiness agreement and 
support that ADB’s Carbon Market Program may offer  

Q&A and discussion 

12:30–13:40 Lunch Hosted by ADB 

Venue: Nomad Restaurant, Level 1, Intercontinental Tashkent Hotel 
 

13:40–15:00 Session 6: continues 

Objective: Agree on a common way forward: proposal for a CAREC joint statement 
or declaration for regional carbon market readiness and integration 

• Joint proposal for a regional carbon market readiness support plan for 2026/27 
based on identified needs and ongoing CAREC work, and joint statement or 
declaration for CAREC members 

• Options: statement of intent, community of practice, commitments from 
countries, endorsement at the CAREC MC 2026 

Moderator: Mr. Matteo Mode’ | Ms. Paulien Veen 

15:00–15:15 Coffee/Tea Break 

15:15–16:00 Session 7: Next Steps 

Objective: WGCC planning for 2026 

• CSPPF status update, Mr. Minkyu Kim, Regional Cooperation Specialist, ADB 
(virtual) 

• WGCC calendar for 2026 and key regional events, including COP31 plans by 
CAREC countries 

• AOB 

Moderator: Mr. Matteo Mode’ 
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16:00–16:30 Closing Session  

Mr. Timur Sabitov, Head of the Project Management Department at the National 
Committee on Ecology and Climate Change  

 

Wrap-up: summary of key takeaways from the discussions and next steps.  

Mr. Kristian Rosbach 

 

 


