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https://www.wto.org/index.htm
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TRANSPARENCY

❑Article X of the GATT:  Members shall publish all laws, regulations, judicial 
decisions[...] which concern the classification or valuation of products for customs 
purposes, rates of customs duties, taxes and other charges, or import or export 
requirements, restrictions or prohibitions.

❑Article III of the GATS

❑Art. 63 of the TRIPS Agreement

❑Others:  Trade Policy Review Mechanism

  Decision on notification procedures

  Accessions
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Trade Policy Reviews : Legal Basis

Established 1989 in GATT by Ministerial decision 

“Functioning of the GATT System”, para 4 (MTN:TNC/11)

Part of the Uruguay Round Agreements,

 Marrakesh Agreement, Annex 3 
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Trade Policy Reviews: Objectives

Annex 3, paragraph A

• Improve adherence to rules, disciplines and commitments under the 
WTO by

– Greater transparency in, understanding of trade policies 

and practices …Appreciation  of … full range  of trade 

policies and practices …

– Background  of economic and development needs … and 

the external economic environment… 
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Trade Policy Review Mechanism 
(TPRM)

WTO has many objectives, among which:

▪  NON-DISCRIMINATION 

▪  PREDICTABILITY

▪  TRANSPARENCY
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TPRM is not

• a basis for enforcement

• for dispute settlement

• to impose new policy commitments
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TPRM: Benefits

WTO

• Only time all trade-related policies examined

• Examples for other Members

• Equality of treatment

• Domestic constraints on trade policy explained
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• Domestic policy development

• Inter-agency cooperation

• Technical assistance needs

• Coherence among policies

• Coherence between: 

– Policy and law

– Law and practice

TPRM: Benefits

Reviewed Member
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Frequency of reviews

Frequency based on share of world trade (imports and 

exports of goods and services) 

Top 4 – every 3 years:  EU, United States, China, UK 

Next 16 – every 5 years

The rest – every 7 years

Kazakhstan: September 2024
Kyrgyz Republic: May 2021
Tajikistan: December 2021
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Basis for review

Annex 3, pragraph C(v)

1.  Government report

• Policy statement by Government

– Up to the authorities

– Shorter

2.  WTO Secretariat report

• Secretariat responsibility

– Up to the Secretariat

– Longer

Two reports are complementary
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Government Report

• POLICY STATEMENT

• FORWARD LOOKING

• AVOID REPEATING THE CONTENT OF THE SECRETARIAT REPORT

• INDICATE FUTURE DIRECTION OF KEY TRADE AND TRADE-
RELATED POLICIES.

10-15 pages
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Secretariat Report

• SECRETARIAT REPORT SEEKS TO:

• REVIEW MAIN TRENDS AND DEVELOPMENTS SINCE PREVIOUS 
REVIEW (OR SINCE ACCESSION TO THE WTO);

• EVALUATE TRADE AND TRADE-RELATED POLICIES AND 
MEASURES;

• TPR PROCESS HELPS PREPARE MEMBER UNDER REVIEW FOR 
TPRB MEETING.
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Sections of the Secretariat report

1. Economic 
Environment                    

2.  Trade and 
investment policy 

framework

3.  Trade policies 
practices by 

measure

4.  Trade policies in 
selected sectors
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PROCEDURES:

Initial letter and Request for information

Drafting of Secretariat Report and 
submission to capital for written comments

Secretariat visit to capital to discuss and 
finalise report

Translation into 3 official WTO languages 
and circulation to WTO Members 

Written questions and answers

Translation into 3 official WTO languages 
and circulation to WTO Members 

SECRETARIAT REPORT GOVERNMENT REPORT

TPRB MEETING
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TPR Process
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Meeting of the

TPRB 

Sending the two 
reports for 
translation

Distribution

of both reports

Submission 
of the 
Government 
report to the 
Secretariat

1 week 
before 

sending to 
translation

5 weeks before 
distribution

5/8 weeks before 
the meeting

The Members sent 
their questions 2/5 
weeks before the 

meeting 

Secretariat 
distributes 

responses on same 
day of meeting/4 

working days prior 
to meeting

Replies of the Member 
under review sent to the 

Secretariat 
1 day/5 working days 
before the meeting
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TPRB MEETING:

DAY ONE:

Opening remarks by 
Chairman of the TPRB

Statement by the  Head of 
Delegation of the WTO 
Member under review

Statement by the Discussant 

Floor open to statements by 
WTO Members

DAY TWO:

Statement by the Head of 
Delegation to summarize 
responses

Statement by the 
Discussant 

Floor open to statements by 
WTO Members

Concluding remarks by the 
Chairman of the TPRB

(Secretariat and Government 
reports made publicly 
available on WTO website at 
14h00 on Day One)

(End of Day Two)
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POST-TPRB MEETING:

Response of Member under Review to any outstanding questions: One month 
after the meeting.

TPR follow-up exercise in capital: If requested to: (a) discuss and disseminate 
the results of the review and (b) identify the trade-related technical 
assistance and capacity building needs.

Questions and answers and minutes of meeting made publicly available on 
WTO website around 6 weeks after review meeting.



Programme of reviews for 2026



The WTO Trade Monitoring 
Exercise

Further information is available at the WTO Trade Monitoring webpage: https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm 

• Origin - 2008-2009 Global Financial Crisis - WTO Trade Monitoring 

Exercise launched in early 2009 to provide WTO Members and Observers 

with regular updates on all trade and trade-related measures 

implemented in the context of the crisis.

• Also in early 2009, G20 Leaders mandated the WTO, together with other 

international bodies, to monitor and report publicly on G20 adherence to 

resisting protectionism and promoting global trade and investment.

• 2 Trade Monitoring reports are circulated per year (previously 4) – 

•  WTO-wide report (Series: WT/TPR/OV) (latest: WT/TPR/OV/28)

• G20 report – in cooperation with OECD and UNCTAD.

• Considerable media coverage given the unique nature of the 

reports/products.

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm


The WTO Trade Monitoring Exercise

Further information is available at the WTO Trade Monitoring webpage: https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm

• The only regular and cross-cutting transparency exercise within the multilateral 
trading system. It has systemic and political importance.

• Providing regular snapshots of the latest trends in the implementation of new trade 
and trade-related measures and on developments in the trade policy-making.

• Inclusive platform for a multilateral peer review of trade issues in general, and 
trade policies in particular.  A transparency exercise, NOT a legal exercise.

• Information in the reports – factual, derived from multiple sources, including 
notifications – is verified by Members. Important stakeholder relationship.

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/trade_monitoring_e.htm


The information contained in the Reports
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The information contained in the Trade Monitoring Reports comes 
from different sources:

• Contributions from other WTO bodies (SPS, TBT, etc.)

• Trade and trade-related measures: 

✓ found by WTO Secretariat and sent to Delegations for VERIFICATION

✓ communicated to the Secretariat directly by Delegations  



✓ Recent economic and trade developments

✓ Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) measures

✓ Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) measures

✓ Trade concerns

✓ Policy developments in Agriculture, Services, IP

✓ Selected trade policy issues

✓ Transparency of trade policies

✓ Topical/analytical boxes

Issues covered in the Reports
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Example of information in Reports



Highlights from latest reports 



Highlights from latest 
reports 
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Trade measures are publicly available 

Trade Monitoring Database

(Goods, Services, IP measures)

http://tmdb.wto.org

http://tmdb.wto.org/
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Argentina
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NOTIFICATIONS: Legal framework

32

FINAL ACT                                                                                                 
AGREEMENT-

RELATED 
OBLIGATIONS

NEW 
DECISIONS

QUANTITATIVE RESTRICTIONS (QRs)

G/L/59/Rev.1

INTEGRATED DATABASE (IDB)

G/MA/367
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NOTIFICATIONS: MINISTERIAL DECISION
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GENERAL OBLIGATION

TO NOTIFY

CENTRAL REGISTRY OF NOTIFICATIONS 
(CRN)

WORKING GROUP ON NOTIFICATION 
OBLIGATIONS AND PROCEDURES (G/NOP/W/*, 
G/L/112)

WT/MIN(96)/DEC para 11
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RESULTS OF THE WORKING GROUP
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Inventory of Notification 
requirements and 

procedures

Typology and periodicity

Examination of possible
problem areas

Recommandations on: 

Eliminatation of 
duplication and obsolete 

requirements

Simplification of Data 
Requirements and 

standardization of format

Regular listing of status of 
notifications under the 
CTG (GL/L/223 series)

Technical 
Assistance
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TYPES OF NOTIFICATIONS

35

ONE TIME: 
“SNAP-
SHOT”

AD-HOC: IF 
… THEN 
NOTIFY

REGULAR

EVERY 

6 MONTHS: 
SEMI-ANNUAL

ANNUAL
OTHER 

PERIODICITIES
…2 YEARS
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NOTIFICATIONS: A COMPROMISE
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RELEVANT 

VS

IRRELEVANT

STOCK/CHANGES 

VS 

STEP- BY- STEP

SIMPLIFICATION 
OF PROCEDURES

SDT



WTO - Confidential

37

Copyright Notice and Disclaimer

© World Trade Organization (WTO), 2026.

All rights reserved.  No part of the WTO training material may be reproduced, translated and/or disseminated, in any form, 
whether for commercial/for profit or non-profit purposes, without prior permission in writing from the WTO. Requests for 
permission must be submitted by e-mail to enquiries@wto.org

The WTO, however, authorizes the use, reproduction and/or dissemination of its training material strictly for non-commercial 
and non-profit scientific, educational, or research purposes, provided that the WTO is properly identified and acknowledged 
as the original source. Any reproduction of WTO print and materials is governed by the applicable WTO norms and policies 
and subject to the conditions outlined on the WTO website Copyright and permissions. 
 
The WTO reserves its right to add, change, or update any of its training material without notice. Under no circumstances 
shall the WTO accept liability for any loss, alteration, damage, or expense suffered which is claimed from the use of the WTO 
training material.

The views expressed in the authorized use of the WTO training material are not necessarily those of the WTO, its Secretariat 
or any of its Members. It should also not be interpreted as any kind of endorsement of opinions or recommendations on the 
part of the WTO, its Secretariat and its Members.

mailto:enquiries@wto.org
https://www.wto.org/english/info_e/copyrights_permissions_e.htm
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