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Trade in Services for Development Initiative

Overview 
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• TS4D report launched by the WTO and World Bank in 
2023 underscored the development impact of trade 
in services and the important opportunities it offers.  

• While services trade carries great potential and 
opportunities, harnessing services trade can be 
challenging. 

• The co-publication argued for increased levels of Aid 
for Trade in services, and called for a TS4D initiative 
to help mobilize a coherent AfT package in services. 
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Delivering a Trade in 

Services 

for Development Initiative

• Addressing data gaps in services trade

• Supporting the greater participation of  developing 
and least-developed economies in policy discussions 
on trade in services

• Strengthening regulatory frameworks and 
institutions

• Promoting more diversified services export baskets, 
notably those delivered digitally

• Addressing key supply-side constraints and 
improving the services-related skills of  workers.

Stepped up levels of  Aid for 

Trade in services directed to 

five key dimensions of 

improved services trade 

governance
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• TS4D initiative launched at the 2024 Public 
Forum: initial joint Work Programme of 
assistance for developing countries on trade 
in services. 

• The aim is to mobilize resources to assist 
developing countries to better leverage 
trade in services for development. 

• Announcement of TS4D Conference and 
TS4D Platform 
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• Developing a User-Friendly Competitiveness Diagnostic Dashboard

• Improving Services Trade Statistics 

• Identifying Best Practices in Export Promotion Strategies in Services

• Expanding the coverage of the STPD and STRI in the developing  
world

• Promoting Services Trade Policy Transparency

• Assisting developing countries in facilitating trade through the 
promotion of good regulatory practices on services 

Elements of a TS4D Work Program

Trade in Services for Development
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First TS4D Conference – December 2025: 

• Launch of Services Trade Competitiveness Dashboard

• Launch of Handbook on GRPs

• Release of findings of case studies on services export promotion

• Launch of TS4D platform

• Geneva-based TS4D course



WTO - Internal

TS4D Platform



TS4D Platform

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ts4d_e/ts4d_e.htm

• Dedicated webpages to share information on the initiative and its 

different capacity-building workstreams.

• Provides access to TS4D tools being launched in the conference.

• Aims to promote information sharing about capacity-building 

efforts beyond those of the TS4D workstream to encourage co-

operation.  

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/ts4d_e/ts4d_e.htm


TS4D Platform
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Trade in Services 
Competitiveness Dashboard



TS4D – Competitiveness Dashboard

• This data-driven tool is intended to help scan readiness and performance, 

gaps, and opportunities in services trade.  

• A strategic diagnostic tool designed to help map an economy's 

readiness to leverage trade in services for inclusive growth.

• Offers government officials and users a set of tools and analytical 

metrics to assess a country’s competitive performance in services trade.

• By scanning key features of the services economy and services trade 

and the related policy environment, it aims to help guide policymakers 

toward more competitive and development-aligned services trade 

ecosystems.



TS4D – Competitiveness Dashboard

• The diagnostics can help to: 

• (i) document the domestic policy priorities of countries; 

• (ii) assist countries in defining the key strategic orientations and 

overarching objectives of their national services trade policies; 

• (iii) help define key interests that might best be pursued through 

international trade and investment negotiations or cooperation as 

complements to domestic (unilateral) reform efforts; and 

• (iv) help identify and prioritize development and technical 

assistance needs in relation to services trade policies, under the 

coordination of trade and investment ministries.



TS4D – Competitiveness Dashboard

• In assessing a country’s performance in services, it is useful to identify 

comparator countries to situate a country relative to its peers.  Peers can be: 

• structural, focusing on countries with similar economic characteristics 

and/or per capita income levels; 

• regional, which draws attention to a country’s performance relative to that 

of neighboring countries; and 

• aspirational, measuring country’s distance from top performing (typically 

high income/frontier) economies.

• Such diagnostic work may lay the basis for dialogue with development partners 

on deepened country engagement involving the supply of technical assistance, 

advice on policy design and implementation as well as lending operations 
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THANK YOU!
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Copyright Notice and Disclaimer

© World Trade Organization (WTO), 2026.

All rights reserved.  No part of the WTO training material may be reproduced, translated and/or disseminated, in any form, 
whether for commercial/for profit or non-profit purposes, without prior permission in writing from the WTO. Requests for 
permission must be submitted by e-mail to enquiries@wto.org

The WTO, however, authorizes the use, reproduction and/or dissemination of its training material strictly for non-commercial 
and non-profit scientific, educational, or research purposes, provided that the WTO is properly identified and acknowledged 
as the original source. Any reproduction of WTO print and materials is governed by the applicable WTO norms and policies 
and subject to the conditions outlined on the WTO website Copyright and permissions. 
 
The WTO reserves its right to add, change, or update any of its training material without notice. Under no circumstances 
shall the WTO accept liability for any loss, alteration, damage, or expense suffered which is claimed from the use of the WTO 
training material.

The views expressed in the authorized use of the WTO training material are not necessarily those of the WTO, its Secretariat 
or any of its Members. It should also not be interpreted as any kind of endorsement of opinions or recommendations on the 
part of the WTO, its Secretariat and its Members.

mailto:enquiries@wto.org
https://www.wto.org/english/info_e/copyrights_permissions_e.htm
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