
Non-tariff measures

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures 

(SPS)
•



TARIFFS VS. NTMS

Trade Policies

Tariffs NTMs

Customs duties levied on goods object of 
import  or export and that limit its market 
access: 

Ad-valorem: calculated as a %of its price; 
Specific: calculated as a fixed amount based on 
quantity; 
Mixed: part ad-valorem part specific. 

Laws, regulations, policies or practices of a 
country which may or may not restrict the 
market access of an imported good: 

BUT there is no agreed upon definition in 
the WTO! 



Essentially, everything that is not a tariff.

Defined by its characteristics

Quotas, contingency measures (antidumping, countervailing measures, 
safeguards), subsidies, domestic measures (regulation), sanitary and 
phitosanitary measures  (SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)

DEFINITION OF NTM

Broad range!



NTMs are different from tariffs

Easy quantification of tariffs – transparent and calculable;

Difficult quantification of NTMs due to lack of data, transparency and 
information.

Effects of NTMs on international trade can be different from the impact 
of tariffs

Negative impact of tariffs on trade;

Ambiguous impact of public policies and related NTMs on trade.

“A NTM is not necessarily a Non-Tariff Barrier (NTB)”

TARIFFS VS. NTMS
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Overall, import tariff on industrial products≈ 40%

> 4%

Successful rounds of tariff negotiations
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… But what about non-tariff measures?

5All NTMs:World Trade Organization - Integrated Trade Intelligence Portal - Home page (wto.org)

SPS and TBT: ePing (epingalert.org)

https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://www.epingalert.org/en


NTMs notified - Goods

Countervailing Safeguards

Export Subsidies Import licencing

Special Safeguards Quantitative Restrictions

Tariff-rate quotas Anti dumping

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Technical Barriers to Trade

All NTMs:World Trade Organization - Integrated Trade Intelligence Portal - Home page (wto.org)

https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx
https://i-tip.wto.org/goods/Default.aspx


Standards and Regulations are a a subset of non-tariff 

measures (NTMs).

Impact is difficult to quantify / measure!
(tariffs much easier …)

A problem with transparency / predictability

Ambiguous effects!  

SPS and TBT



Which seems more complex?

8

The duties levied are as follows: apples 10% ad valorem, pears 12% 

ad valorem, and peaches, 11% ad valorem. 

10% duty
11% duty

12% duty



Or this?

9

Ministerial ordinance X prohibits the imports of apples, pears and 

peaches from the United States (due to possibly transmitting plant 

pests). For each product, an exemption to the prohibition can be 

sought on a variety-by-variety basis. Import permits must be obtained 

for each variety … others not permitted. 

Gala Golden delicious Granny Smith



GATT 1947 on regulatory measures

10

TREAT LIKE PRODUCTS ALIKE

BUT IF DIFFERENT TREATMENT, NO ARBITRARY OR 

UNJUSTIFIABLE DISCRIMINATION

ONLY NECESSARY MEASURES 



Important issue of transparency

  

(compared to tariffs, NTMs are opaque, hard to quantify, hard to 
negotiate (tariff negotiations use numbers, formulas and 

projections – how does one negotiate NTMs?), less predictable.

NTMS AND TRANSPARENCY

Historic option of GATT for tariffs
 “tariffication” of trade barriers



WTO disciplines on NTMs are essentially about resisting protectionist 
pressures.

The “end game” is not to eliminate NTMs, as it could be with Tariffs 

Recognition of the importance/necessity of NTMs

Recognition that it is not conceivable to introduce a measure to achieve a 
certain public policy objective whose effect on trade is Ø.

HOW TBT and SPS measures are designed and applied is the key.

For both agreements, in general terms, rules are about:

No-discrimination

Unnecessary barriers to trade

Use of international standards

Transparency

S&D

WTO RULES ON NTMS



TBT Agreement
 the structure

• Preamble

• General Provisions (Art. 1)

• Technical Regulations and Standards (Arts. 2 - 4)

• Conformity Assessment Procedures for technical regulations and standards (Arts. 5- 9)

• Information and Assistance (Arts. 10 - 12)

• Institutions, consultations and dispute settlement 

 (Arts. 13-14)

• Final Provisions (Art. 15)

• Annex 1: Definitions
• Annex 2: Technical Experts Groups
• Annex 3: Code of Good Practice (Standards)
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TBT Agreement: 
the coverage
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“All products, including industrial and agricultural products, shall 
be subject to the provisions of this Agreement.”

Art. 1.3



The TBT Agreement does not cover

Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary 

measures

Purchasing specifications prepared by 
governmental bodies for production or 

consumption requirements of 
governmental bodies

Services



WHAT ARE TBT MEASURES?

Motor vehicles to 
be equipped with 
seat belts

Cigarette labelling

Safety Human 
health

Bottled water for human consumption: 
Specifications on content, bottling and labelling 
requirements

Consumer 
information

TBT ???.....





Examples of TBT and SPS Measures

Fruit

 Regulation of treatment of imported fruit to 
prevent pests spreading?         

 

 Regulation on quality, grading and 
labelling of imported fruit?



Bottled Water: Specification for Bottles

 Materials that can be used because safe for human 
health?

   

 Requirement: no residues of disinfectant, so water not 
contaminated

 Permitted size to ensure standard volume

      

 Permitted shape to allow stacking  and displaying



Technical 
regulations

Standards
Conformity 
Assessment 
Procedures

TBT «measures»



- Technical regulation -

“Document which lays down product characteristics or their 
related processes and production methods, including the 
applicable administrative provisions, with which compliance is 
mandatory.  
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Annex 1.1

It may also include or deal exclusively with terminology, symbols, packaging, 
marking or labelling requirements as they apply to a product, 

process or production method.” 



- Technical regulation -

EC – Asbestos
EC - Sardines

Three criteria

1. the document must apply to an identifiable product or group of 

products. 

2. the document must lay down one or more characteristics of the 
product.  These product characteristics may be intrinsic, or they 
may be related to the product.  They may be prescribed or imposed 
in either a positive or a negative form.

3. compliance with the product characteristics must be mandatory



“Document approved by a recognized body, that provides, 
for common and repeated use, rules, guidelines or 
characteristics for products or related processes and 
production methods, with which compliance is not 
mandatory.  It may also include or deal exclusively with 
terminology, symbols, packaging, marking or labelling 
requirements as they apply to a product, process or 
production method.” 

- Standard- 
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Annex 1.2



“Any procedure used, directly or indirectly, to 
determine that relevant requirements in technical 
regulations or standards are fulfilled.”

- Conformity Assessment Procedures- 

T
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“Procedures for sampling, testing
and inspection; evaluation, verification and assurance of 

conformity; registration, accreditation or approval
as well as their combinations”

Annex 1.3



Objective of the Agreement

balance

promotion of international standards

allowing for regulatory 
autonomy to protect 
legitimate interests

avoidance of 
unnecessary obstacles 
to international trade

http://images.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=www.quick.org.uk/graphics/balance.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.quick.org.uk/ch7.htm&h=180&w=250&prev=/images?q%3Dbalance%26start%3D40%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26oe%3DUTF-8%26sa%3DN






(i) the properties, nature and quality of the products 
(the physical properties of the products)  

(ii) the end-uses of the products 

 (the extent to which the products are capable of serving the same or similar end-uses)

(iii) consumers' tastes and habits 
 (the extent to which consumers perceive and treat the products as alternative means of 

performing particular functions in order to satisfy a particular want or demand)

(iv) the tariff classification of the products 

 (the international classification of the products for tariff purposes) 

Appellate Body Report on EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES - MEASURES AFFECTING ASBESTOS
AND ASBESTOS-CONTAINING PRODUCTS,  WT/DS135/AB/R, dated 12 March 2001, paras 101 and 102

“like products”



Like products

Different species of a sardine?

Clove cigarettes and menthol cigarettes?



Avoidance of 

unnecessary obstacles to 

international trade



Avoidance of unnecessary obstacles to 
trade

“Members shall ensure that technical regulations are not 
prepared, adopted or applied with a view to or with the effect 
of creating  unnecessary obstacles to international trade.  

 

 For this purpose, technical regulations  shall not be more trade-
restrictive  than necessary to fulfill a legitimate objective,  taking 
account of the risks non-fulfillment would create. .. .”
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Art. 2.2 – Technical regulations



“deconstruct” the concept of 
unnecessary obstacles

• Legitimate objective

• Necessity



- Legitimate objectives - 

These legitimate objectives are, inter alia

1. National security requirements

2. Prevention of deceptive practices

3. Protection of human life or health

4. Protection of animal or plant life or health

5. Protection of the environment
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Art. 2.2



- Necessity-

Choice of the measure

-Existence of alternatives
-Less restrictive alternatives

-Proportionality



How to chose a measure?

On a case by case basis

The “necessity test”

The least trade restrictive alternative for a Members 
to achieve its regulatory (legitimate) objective, taking into account 
the risks of non-fulfilment. 



Is the measure “more trade-restrictive 
than necessary ”?

Idea of “weighting and balancing” as in GATT XX

The Degree of contribution  made by the measure to the 
legitimate objective at issue;

The trade-restrictiveness  of the measure;

The nature of the risks  at issue and the gravity  of 
consequences that would arise from non-fulfilment of the 
objective(s);

The existence of a reasonably available less trade restrictive 
alternative measure  that would make an equivalent contribution to 
the relevant legitimate objective

Four factors  

UNNECESSARY BARRIERS TO TRADE
NECESSITY TEST



- Assessment of risks - 

Elements to consider

    1. available technical and scientific     
information

 2. related processing technologies
 3. intended end-use of products
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Use of international standards

« Where technical regulations are required and relevant international 
standards exist or their completion is imminent, Members shall use 
them, or the relevant parts of them, as a basis for their technical 
regulations 

 except when such international standards or relevant parts would be 
an ineffective or inappropriate means for the fulfilment of the 
legitimate objectives pursued, for instance because of fundamental 
climatic or geographical factors or fundamental technological 
problems”
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Which international standards?

 The  TBT Agreement leaves each Member with the choice to 
decide which international standard is “relevant” in a particular 
situation

  

 Note: The  SPS Agreement lists the three relevant 
international standardizing bodies

 (Codex, OIE, IPPC – the “three sisters”)



TBT Committee Decision on International Standards 

• Principles:
− transparency
− openness 
− impartiality and consensus 
− relevance and effectiveness 
− coherence and
− development dimension



Three fundamental questions

1.   Does a relevant international standard exist?

2. Is the relevant international standard used as a 
basis for the technical regulation?

3.  Is the international standard ineffective or 
inappropriate to achieve the legitimate 
objective?



relevant international 
standards

Members shall use…

… as a basis for

technical 
regulations

(Art. 2.4)

except!
when ineffective or inappropriate for 

policy objectives

(e.g. fundamental climatic or geographical 
factors, or technological problems)

TBT Agreement: 
using international standards

Also: national 
standards

conformity 
assessment 
procedures

(Art. 5.4)



Justification / Presumption

“A Member preparing, adopting or applying a technical regulation which 
may have a significant effect on trade of other Members shall, upon 
the request of another Member, explain the justification for that 
technical regulation in terms of the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 4”

   

Whenever a technical regulation is prepared, adopted or applied for 
one of the legitimate objectives explicitly mentioned in paragraph 2, 
and is in accordance with relevant international standards, it shall be 
rebuttably presumed not to create an unnecessary obstacle to 
international trade”

Is it more difficult to challenge a measure based on an international 
standard?
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Art. 2.5



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
      Objective and Scope

Pesticide MRLs

http://planetxnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/mad-cow.jpg

BSE-related restrictions

http://www.hungrypests.com/img/the-threat/med-fruit-fly/small/MediterraneanFruitFly3.jpg

Measure to prevent introduction of fruit fly 

Seed regulation to avoid introduction of exotic weeds

Definition of a SPS measure (Annex A): A measure taken to protect:

44

Human or risks arising from additives,

animal health contaminants, toxins or disease

  organisms in food, drink, feedstuff

      
Human life plant- or animal-carried diseases

Animal or pests, diseases, disease-causing

plant life organisms

A country other damage caused by entry, 

  establishment or spread of pests

from

from

from

from

http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pixshark.com/mad-cow-disease-in-cows.htm&ei=CsUaVbuTMYPKObSKgJgK&bvm=bv.89381419,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGqz53megknhWEZB1OXtm1_flBzRw&ust=1427903941711961
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.hungrypests.com/the-threat/mediterranean-fruit-fly.php&ei=lcAaVZOrM4LkOMfJgfAJ&bvm=bv.89381419,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNEG1BMV8c8v42vwb61zA5P4arAADw&ust=1427902950616393


Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Objective and Scope

■ product criteria

■ quarantine measures

■ processing methods

■ certification

▪ inspection

▪ testing

▪ packaging, labelling (food safety) 

It is not the type of measure that counts, nor the products involved, but rather its objective.

All types of measures with these purposes, including:



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
      Key Provisions

1. Non-discrimination

2. Scientific justification

3. Least trade restrictive SPS measure

4. Equivalence

5. Regionalization

6. Transparency

7. Control, inspection and approval procedures

8. Technical assistance



Overview of the SPS Agreement: 
    Key Provisions – Non-discrimination  (Art. 2.3)

▪ No arbitrary or unjustifiable discrimination:

▪ between Members 

▪ between own territory and other Members

if similar conditions prevail. 

Country A

Country C

CSF

Country B

CSF-free

Country A

CSF-free

Country A
Country B

Country C

FMD
FMD

FMD-free



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Scientific Justification (Article 2.1)

48

SPS 

measures 

must be:

Applied only to the extent necessary to protect 

human, animal or plant life or health

Based on scientific principles 

Not maintained without sufficient scientific 

evidence

Except as provided for in Article 5.7

48



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Scientific Justification

49

Measures must be based on:

▪ Appropriate to the circumstances of SPS risks

▪ Take into account risk assessment techniques developed by 

relevant international organizations

OR

International standards, 

guidelines or recommendations 

(Article 3.1 )

Risk Assessment 

(Article 5)

49

Risk assessment exception (Article 5.7):

▪ Insufficient scientific evidence; Provisional measure

▪ Seek to obtain additional information; Review measure within a reasonable period of time



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Scientific Justification - 
Harmonization

50

Standard-setting organizations 
(Annex A. Para. 3)

Food safety Plant healthAnimal health

Codex = Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission

WOAH = World Organization for Animal Health

IPPC = International Plant Protection Convention (FAO)
50



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Scientific Justification - Consistency

51

▪ Article 3.2:  Measures that conform to international standards shall be deemed to 

be necessary to protect human, animal or plant life or health, and presumed to 

be consistent with the relevant provisions of this Agreement....

G/SPS/15: Guidelines to Further the Practical Implementation of Article 5.5
51

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?FullTextHash=1&MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G/SPS/15%22+OR+%22G/SPS/15/*%22


Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Least Trade Restrictive (Article 5.6)

52

▪ Once a Member has determined the need for an SPS measure

AND

▪ Has determined the level of protection needed, 

▪ The Member must select the least trade restrictive measure

(technically and economically feasible) to achieve their appropriate

level of protection.

52



Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Equivalence (Article 4)

53

If the exporting Member objectively demonstrates that its measures achieve the 

ALOP of the importing country

Members shall accept SPS measures of 

other Members as equivalent

SPS Committee Guidelines (G/SPS/19/Rev.2)

https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQjgzMuhgiOMQGd4Nj0KnexkJO_8KWihPfq83rdhLIbIMwo7mb0 UV-Light-Bulb-Water-936x936
325

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=Q:/G/SPS/19R2.pdf&Open=True
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=yCtzEa22iqqdJM&tbnid=1OxE33J1ibhq_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://canigivemybaby.com/cows-milk/&ei=Ky48U4_1J83XPKH-gQg&bvm=bv.63934634,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGMAoJBnvmq-Bv2AqheGAEIxI063w&ust=1396539305841484
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=FoG-xINORs9sxM&tbnid=yhjGHuxNPs_fhM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://kbf123.com/shopisticated-uv-light-bulb/uv-light-bulb-water/&ei=Pi88U_qGJ8TNONrKgbgO&bvm=bv.63934634,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNFzGuFvA0nkYAh21v1cbLw_9cqqbQ&ust=1396539207276017
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Vsf57JA4qVWXRM&tbnid=3vl6UaRUT_hOBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tradeindia.com/fp1204325/UHT-Sterilizer-Plate-Exchanger-Milk-Pasteurized-Sterilization.html&ei=Ai48U_fNLIKuObbCgLgP&bvm=bv.63934634,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNHIjm0vuIplrOfaUTyH87BjQXVsuw&ust=1396539219392550


Overview of the SPS Agreement 
    Key Provisions: Regionalization (Article 6)

54

▪ Adapt SPS measures to characteristics of area (all or part of a country, all or parts of several countries) 

taking into account (Article 6.1)

o prevalence of diseases or pests

o existence of eradication or control programmes

o criteria/guidelines developed by ISSBs

Committee guidelines (G/SPS/48) Thematic Session on Regionalization

▪ Recognize concept of pest- or disease-free areas (Article 6.2)

▪ Exporters = proof (Article 6.3)

54

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=Q:/G/SPS/48.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/wkshop11july17_e.htm


Overview of the SPS Agreement 
Key Provisions: Control, Inspection & Approval 

Procedures 
      (Article 8 and Annex C)

55

▪ Any procedure to check and ensure the fulfilment of SPS measures (e.g. sampling, 

testing, certification, etc.)

▪ Members required to avoid unnecessary trade disruption and transaction costs:

o No undue delays

o Information requirements limited to what is reasonable and necessary

o Non-discriminatory fees (not higher than actual cost of service)

55

WTO | Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures – Workshop on Control, Inspection and Approval Procedures

WTO | Thematic Session on Approval Procedures

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/workshop910718_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/workshop910718_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/workshop910718_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/workshop05112019_e.htm


Transparency in TBT/SPS

▪ Regulatory requirements / changes may affect market access

▪ Enhance clarity, predictability; facilitate trade

▪ Reduce trade disruptions/problems through advance warning 

▪ Improve accountability and responsiveness of regulatory system

▪ Signal for a functioning system



Main Transparency Elements in the TBT and 
SPS agreements

Obligations under 

the SPS & TBT 

Agreements

Designation of National Notification Authority (NNA)



Main Transparency Elements
notification of drafts

WHAT TO NOTIFY?

■ New or modified regulation

■ No existing international standard or 
Different than the international standard

■ Significant impact on trade                  
(restricting or facilitating)

Same as International Standard

Notify



WHEN TO NOTIFY?

Regular notifications shall be made at an early stage when 

amendments can still be introduced and comments taken 

into account before a regulation is finalized.

60-day comment period

■ Regular measures

■ Emergency measures Notify immediately!

Main Transparency Elements
notification of drafts



Addendum – Modifications/additional information

Corrigendum – Correction of an error

Revision – Replace an existing notification

Supplement – Unofficial translations

SPS: Paras. 2.30-2.38 of G/SPS/7/Rev.5

TBT: Pages 159-160 of TBT handbook  and G/TBT/59/Rev.1– Compilation of TBT notification 

formats and guidelines adopted at the TBT Committee meeting of 26-28 March 2025

Notification formats

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/SPS/7R5.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/tbt3rd_e.pdf


TBT Notification template



62

SPS Notification template



▪ Online using the 
ePing SPS&TBT 
Platform 

▪ By email to the 
Central Registry of 
Notifications (CRN) 
at crn@wto.org

How to notify? 

https://eping.wto.org/
https://eping.wto.org/
mailto:crn@wto.org


What if a measure contains both SPS 
and TBT elements? 

Notify according to both Agreements

Indicate which parts fall under:

o SPS (e.g. a food safety measure)

o TBT (e.g. quality or compositional requirements)

SPS: Para. 2.39 of G/SPS/7/Rev.5

TBT: pages 12-16 and 112 of TBT handbook

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/SPS/7R5.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/tbt3rd_e.pdf


Main Transparency Elements
publication

▪ Members to publish all adopted regulations promptly 

▪ Except in urgent circumstances, allow reasonable interval between publication and 

entry into force 

o Normally entry into force 6 months after date of publication

o If trade facilitating, do not delay (WT/MIN(01)/17, para. 3.2)

SPS: Annex B, paras. 1 and 2 of the SPS Agreement (and paras. 4.1-4.5 of G/SPS/7/Rev.5).

TBT: pages 41-42, 125-126 of TBT handbook

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/tbt3rd_e.pdf


Regulatory timeline

Initiate

Regulatory 

efforts

Publish

notice

Notify other 

Members

Draft text 

upon 

request

Receive/

discuss 

comments

End of 

comment 

period

Regulation 

adopted

Publish 

regulation

Regulation 

enters into 

force

Minimum 60 days

Minimum 6 months



Main Transparency Elements

▪ Provides answers to all reasonable questions from interested Members and relevant 

documentation… 

▪ …regarding any SPS (or TBT) regulation adopted or proposed within its territory… 

▪ There can be one or more than one National Enquiry Point, but clearly define 

responsibilities

▪ National Enquiry Point can be the same as the National Notification Authority

SPS: Annex B, para. 3 of the SPS Agreement (and paras. 3.1-3.6. of G/SPS/7/Rev.5);  

Practical_manual_for_SPS_national_notification_authorities_and_SPS_national_enquiry_points.pdf

TBT: pages 38, 41, 64-65 and 134-138 of TBT handbook

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/practical_manual_for_sps_national_notification_authorities_and_sps_national_enquiry_points_7531_18_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/tbt3rd_e.pdf


2. Main Transparency Elements

▪ Single central government authority responsible for the implementation of notification 

requirements of the SPS and TBT Agreements

▪ Only one NNA

▪ Notifications to be submitted in English, French or Spanish

Designation of National Notification Authority (NNA)

SPS: Annex B, Paras. 7 and 10 (G/SPS/7/Rev.5);   

Practical_manual_for_SPS_national_notification_authorities_and_SPS_national_enquiry_points.pdf.

TBT: page 66 of TBT handbook

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S006.aspx?MetaCollection=WTO&SymbolList=%22G%2fSPS%2f7%2fRev.4%22+OR+%22G%2fSPS%2f7%2fRev.4%2f*%22&Serial=&IssuingDateFrom=&IssuingDateTo=&CATTITLE=&ConcernedCountryList=&OtherCountryList=&SubjectList=&TypeList=&FullTextHash=371857150&ProductList=&BodyDescriptionList=&OrganizationList=&ArticleList=&Contents=&CollectionList=&RestrictionTypeName=&PostingDateFrom=&PostingDateTo=&DerestrictionDateFrom=&DerestrictionDateTo=&ReferenceList=&Language=ENGLISH&SearchPage=FE_S_S001&ActiveTabIndex=0&HSClassificationList=&ServicesClassificationList=&EnvironmentClassificationList=&ICSClassificationList=&ICSClassificationDescList:EnvironmentClassificationDescList:ServicesClassificationDescList:HSClassificationDescList=&languageUIChanged=true
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/sps_e/practical_manual_for_sps_national_notification_authorities_and_sps_national_enquiry_points_7531_18_e.pdf
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/tbt3rd_e.pdf


IN ADDITION, FOR TBT
 

STATEMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE AGREEMENT - OBLIGATION 
TO NOTIFY 
• A statement on the measures in existence or taken, including their changes, to 

ensure the implementation and administration of the TBT Agreement (Art. 15.2)

− Relevant laws and regulations, including names of publications;

− Time allowed for comments;

− Name and address of enquiry point(s), other national authorities and agencies.

See: Guidelines for submitting Article 15.2 notifications adopted at the TBT Committee meeting of 13-15 March 2024 G/TBT/55
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NOTIFICATIONS RELATED TO STANDARDS

− To be submitted to ISO/IEC information Centre

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/TBT/55.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/G/TBT/55.pdf&Open=True


To summarize: Sanitary and Phytosanitary

Measures

• Basic documents: G/SPS/7/Rev. 7 

• Annex B para. 10 - “one-time”

National Notification Authority (NNA) 

All Members ->

• Annex B para. 3 - “one-time”

National Enquiry Point (NEP) –

All Members ->

• SPS measures not based on international standards…

– ad-hoc – ()



To summarize: Technical Barriers to 

Trade (1)

• Basic document: G/TBT/1/rev.15

• Art. 15.2, 10.2 and 10.10 - “one-time”-

• Art. 15.2: Statement on the implementation and 
administration of the Agreement

• Art. 10.2: Enquiry point(s): Art. 10.10: Designation of a 
Government authority for implementation of notification
obligations

• Technical regulations and CAPs – ad-hoc →



To summarize: Technical Barriers to 

Trade

• Annex 3 - Code of Good Practice – paragraph C 

“one-time” - ISO/IEC Information Centre in Geneva

Notification of standardizing bodies having accepted the Code –

All Members

• Annex 3 - Code of Good Practice – paragraph J “every six months” - ISO/IEC 

Information Centre (send to: tbtcode@iso.org see https://tbtcode.iso.org )

Work programme on development of standards

All standardizing bodies having accepted the Code

mailto:tbtcode@iso.org
https://tbtcode.iso.org/


Obligations under 

the SPS & TBT 

Agreements

Main transparency elements – Recap 

Notification of draft regulations

Publication of regulations

Establishment of national enquiry point (NEP)

Designation of national notification authority (NNA)

Statement of implementation

Notifications from standardizing bodies

Obligations under 

the TBT Agreement 

only



Beyond Obligations

National Enquiry Point or National Notification Authority could:

▪ Track/ filter/disseminate SPS/TBT documents and notifications to interested parties

▪ Alert other government agencies, private sector, other stakeholders of important changes

▪ Coordinate/submit comments on notifications of concern to trading partners

▪ Follow-up on comments submitted
NNA

NEP

Mission in Geneva

WTO Secretariat 

Other public institutions

ISSBs

Private sector



What does it take?
• Awareness by public and private sector

• Commitment/motivation of individuals/teams

• Accountability

• Coordination

• Procedural guidelines for continuity

• Basic communication tools; access to internet

• Some training

• Some external pressure

• …



What does it take?
• Awareness by public and private sector

• Commitment/motivation of individuals/teams

• Accountability

• Coordination

• Procedural guidelines for continuity

• Basic communication tools; access to internet

• Some training

• Some external pressure

• …
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