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CAREC

Digital frade and e-commerce -
long standing priorities under the CAREC Program

alignment with international instruments « reduce existing barriers to cross-border trade,
cross-border connectivity through e-payments and digital platforms
knowledge-sharing on best practices on e- « adopt common standards and principles of

commerce

Enabling environment

Align with international conventions and
international best practices to increase
consumer confidence and support e-
commerce ecosystem and private sector
growth. Cultivate culture of trust and regional
inter-operability.

interoperabllity, scalability, and security

Infrastructure development

Establish backbone networks, internet exchange
points, and data centers. Expand payment systems
capacity, logistics services, and cross-border
connectivity. Support start-up ecosystems.
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Regional cooperation

Collective effort to harmonize, build mutual trust
and share good practices. Facilitate trade and
improve rules on cross-border e-commerce
transactions. Participate at international and
regional platforms (CAREC, UNNEXT)




CAREC COP29 Declaration:
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Pursues regional actions and innovative solutions in e | ! €Y ]
addressing climate change, promofing trade, and X 1| I i
achieving SDGs &

B

Calls for regional and global partners collaboration,
complements the Baku Initiafive for Climate Finance,
Investment, and Trade (BICFIT) Dialogue

CAREC DIGITAL
STRATEGY 2030
S

TING DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION : "

Priorities include:

» Digital/paperless trade initiatives
* Pilot emerging technologies and deploy scalable and adaptable tech solutions
« Explore feasibility of a regional funds of funds

« Adopt green principles, climate solutions in regional projects
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CENTRAL ASIA REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION (CAREC) PROGRAM PARTNERSHIP F(

CLIMATE, INNOVATION, AND TRADE

Pilot Initiatives such as CAREC
Advance Transit System and
InNformation Common
Exchange, e-exchange anad
MRA of conformity certificates

Accession to or
Implementation of Global
Agreements or Alignment with
UN Model Laws

Participation in Global Digital
Trade Platforms such as IPPC'’s
ePhyto Hub

Use of Emerging Technologies
such as Arfificial Intfelligence
and digital ledger technology

E-COMMERCE
IN CAREC COUNTRIES
LAWS AND POLICIES

E-COMMERCE
IN CAREC COUNTRIES
INFBASI’RUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

Harnessing Startup Ecosystems

Pooling capital

Foster regional
startup
ecosystem
development

Explore possible
business models

Capacity
building

o) %

CAREC CAREC Innovation
Startup Database Network (CIN)
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University CAREC Startup
Innovation Exchange Bootcamp
Program

Q&

CAREC Innovation University Open
Decoded Innovation Challenge

@ W

CAREC Business Ecosystem Health
Angel Network Check




ADB efforts on Digital Standards

ADB is delivering Digitally enabled standards through:
V) Knowledge Products, Working Groups, Capacity Buildings

v} Technical assistance of 35 Digital import/export trade document standards
v, Delivery Working Groups on Digital Trade Standards

Transitioning the world to digital trade documentation by 2030:

g7 Step 1: Harmonization
Most trade documents are created using consumer tools (Apple Numbers, Excel, SAP, etc.)
without formal standards. We need to harmonize data models for key documents

(invoices, PQOs, etc.).

& Step 2: Develop interoperability models
Multiple formal standards (UNCEFACT, OASIS, ISO) have conflicting data definitions. We
need interoperability model to enable seamless translation between standards.

© Step 3: Enabling Global Interoperability

We will collaborate with 141 technology firms for adoption of interoperability frameworks.
This initiative launched at the WTO in September 2025 with key tech vendors and
standards bodies.

Digital

In partnership with Icc |(( Standards

Initiative
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Knowledge Products

Leveraging this guideline

Informal standard,
productivity applications.

ICC

ICC
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Global Digital Trade Expo (PRC, Sep 2024)
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https://carecprogram.org/

CAREC Digital Trade Forum— “Advancing Digital Solutions and
Deepening Regional Cooperation for Trade” (Astana, April 2024)
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