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Midterm Review of CAREC Integrated Trade Agenda 2030
Highlights

• CITA 2030 remains relevant, 
responsive and aligns with national 
priorities of countries

• Trade-technology-sustainable 
development nexus highlighted 

• Between 2018–2024, ADB approved 
5 trade-related investments ($759 
million) and 16 TA projects ($23.9 
million) supporting trade reforms, 
capacity-building, policy dialogues

• Need for longer-term and 
programmatic approach (e.g., PBL 
for post-accession reforms), prioritize 
impactful interventions.

Recommendations
1. Modernize BCPs and trade facilitation measures
2. Advance digital trade and promote cross-border e-

commerce 
3. Adopt a formal framework through CAREC Trade 

and Investment Facilitation Partnership Agreement
4. Increase support in trade in services and cross-

border investment
5. Mainstream innovation and climate action in CITA 

priorities
6. Strengthen CITA institutional framework 
7. Strengthen coordination with Development 

Partners, South-South cooperation
8. Deepen private sector engagement 
9. Improve tracking of CITA’s progress and 

effectiveness
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Pursues regional actions and innovative solutions to 
climate change and trade issues.

Strong consensus on the need for regional 
cooperation, digital trade harmonization, climate-
smart infrastructure, and innovation financing. 

CAREC COP29 Declaration 
 CAREC Partnership for Trade, Climate, and Innovation

• UN Model Law on Electronic Transferable Records (MLETR) 
• ePhyto (electronic phytosanitary certificate) Solution  (IPPC)
• electronic exchange a and mutual recognition of conformity certificates (pilot with KTNET)
• QR-code technology for carbon traceability (ADB Trade and Supply Chain Finance Program)
• CAREC Advance Transit System and Information Customs Exchange (CATS/ICE) 
• Use of AI/robotic process automation in Georgia 
• Minimum viable product for e-COO using digital ledger technology in Mongolia
• CAREC Innovation and Venture Investment Catalyst (CIVIC) to catalyze the deployment of venture capital (Fund of 

Funds) for startup ecosystems

Priority Initiatives
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Pilot Project on Conformity Certificates

MOU on pilot project on e-exchange and mutual 
recognition of conformity certificates (Bishkek, Nov 
2025) signed by Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Pakistan, Uzbekistan, ADB and KTNET; Tajikistan 
expressed interest to join (Feb 2026) 

Kick-Off Workshop (Incheon, ROK, 1-2 June 2026)

Global benchmarks and lessons learned from 
IPPC’s ePhyto, APEC and others

Objective:  Establish a pilot model for the electronic exchange and interoperability of Certificates of 
Conformity (e-CoC) and Test Reports (e-TR), creating a foundation for regional digital trade 
infrastructure cooperation

https://carecprogram.org/?event=carec-pilot-project-on-electronic-exchange-and-mutual-recognition-of-conformity-certificates-kickoff-
workshop 
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CAREC Innovation and Venture Investment Catalyst 
(CIVIC) Facility

Unlocking early-stage venture capital 
in the CAREC region and beyond

CIVIC MOU signed at the 24th CAREC Ministerial 
Conference  by ADB,  Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, 

Pakistan, and Uzbekistan (Nov 2025, Bishkek) 

ADB TA with initial $1,000,000 funding to implement the 
CIVIC Facility provided by ADB Market Acceleration 
Platform for Asia and the Pacific Trust Fund (AMAP). 

Scope: Regional initiative to support growth-oriented 
SMEs.

Objective: Address need for professionally managed 
early-stage venture funds that can provide both risk 
capital and hands-on support to help startups and 
tech-enabled SMEs scale up.

Key Activities: (i) Diagnostics Framework and 
Scorecard; (ii) Policy Toolkit; (iii) Build Capacity and 
Strategic Finance Platform; (iv) Development and 
Operationalization of Investment and VC Platforms. 
 Tailored to specific country needs
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