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DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS DIALOGUE:
Advancing Trade, Tourism and Regional Competitiveness
Jointly organized by ADB and UNDP
28 September 13:00 — 17:00 | Shangri-La Ulaanbaatar

12:30-13:00 | Registration
Emcee: Ms. Lucia Casanueva, Regional Cooperation Specialist, ADB

13:00-13:10 | Welcome Remarks
Ms. Davaasuren Sodnomdarjaa, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economy and
Development, Mongolia
Mr. Yingming Yang, Vice-President, (South, Central, and West Asia), ADB
Mr. Lionel Laurens, UNDP Resident Representative in Mongolia

13:10-13:45 | Session 1: Economic Integration and Shared Growth in CAREC Countries
Moderator: Moderator: Mr. Muhammad Ehsan Khan, Director General of the East Asia
Regional Department at ADB, ADB
Speaker:
Mr. Subir Lall, Deputy Director, Middle East and Central Asia Department, IMF
Moderated Q&A

13:45-15:00 | Session 2: Enabling Regional Trade and Tourism: From Policy and Regulatory

Reforms to Regional Competitiveness
Moderator: Vesna Djuteska-Bisheva, Regional Team Leader, Inclusive Growth, UNDP
Istanbul Regional Hub

This session will explore the policy and institutional reforms needed to strengthen trade
and tourism competitiveness across the CAREC region, including trade facilitation,
customs modernization, digitalization, regulatory cooperation, and tourism-related
measures. It will also examine how these reforms can support investment, value
chains, MSME competitiveness, economic diversification, and higher-value tourism.

Presentations

From Evidence to Reforms: Unlocking Regional Trade, Value Chains and
Competitiveness in CAREC region (15 min)

Speaker 1: Ms. Vesna Djuteska-Bisheva, Regional Team Leader, Prosperity and
Wellbeing Hub, UNDP Istanbul regional Hub
Speaker 2: Mr. Philip Schellekens, Chief Economist, UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub

How Regional Cooperation Supports Policy Coherence and Policy Reforms:
Experience from the CAREC Integrated Trade Agenda 2030 (5 min)
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Ms. Dorothea Lazaro, Senior Regional Cooperation Specialist, Regional
Cooperation and Integration, Central and West Asia Department, ADB

Unlocking Tourism Investment in Mongolia: Projects, Partnerships, and Opportunities
(10 min)

Speaker: Ms. Vanchindorj Batchimeg, Director General, Tourism Policy and
Coordination Department, Ministry of Culture, Sports, Tourism and Youth of
Mongolia

Part 2: CAREC Countries Discussion
From National Reform to Regional Market: What Will It Take to Make CAREC Trade
and Tourism Work Across Borders?

Senior representatives from CAREC countries will share examples of nationally led
reforms and initiatives with cross-border relevance and discuss how greater regional
cooperation, harmonization, and interoperability can help unlock trade, tourism, and
economic opportunities across the region.

o Tajikistan
Mr. Abdurahmon Abdurahmonzoda, Minister of Economic Development and
Trade of Tajikistan

o Uzbekistan
Mr. llzat Kasimov, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Investment, Industry, and Trade

o Kazakhstan
Mr. Assan Darbayev, Vice-Minister of National Economy of Republic of
Kazakhstan

o Mongolia
Ms. Vanchindorj Batchimeg, Director General, Tourism Policy and
Coordination Department, Ministry of Culture, Sports, Tourism and Youth of
Mongolia

o Kyrgyz Republic
Mr. Bek Subankulov, Director of Organizational and Legal Support
Department, State Tourism Agency.

o Turkmenistan
Mr. Myrat Myradov, Head of the Legal Regulation of Foreign Economic
Relations and Coordination Division, Foreign Economic Relations Department,
Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic Relations

Presentation
Main Line-1 (ML-1) Railway Project (5 min)

Speaker: Mr. Ahsan Igbal, Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives of Pakistan

15:15-15:45

Group Photo and Coffee/Tea Break




15:45-16:45

Session 3: Advancing Regional Trade and Tourism Projects and Investment
Opportunities

Moderator: Ms. Dorothea Lazaro, Senior Regional Cooperation Specialist, Regional
Cooperation and Integration, Central and West Asia Department, ADB

Building on the policy discussions from Session 1, this session will showcase priority
regional projects, initiatives, and investment opportunities in trade and tourism across
the CAREC region. Discussions will focus on how governments, development partners,
and the private sector can translate policy reforms into concrete investments and
implementation actions, mobilize technical and financial support, and accelerate
sustainable and inclusive regional development.

Part 1: Presentations (5 min each)

o From Reform to Results: Trade and Investment in Central Asia
Ms. Indu John-Abraham, Operations Manager for Central Asia, World Bank

o Border Upgrades for Integration, Logistics, and Development Facility
Mr. Ari J. Kalliokoski, Principal Transport Specialist, ADB

o Introducing the Multilateral Cooperation Center for Development Finance
Mr. Philip Vernon, Senior Platform Specialist, MCDF

o The Aid for Trade in Central Asia Program
Mr. Dilshod Akbarov, Policy Specialist, UNDP — Istanbul Regional Hub

Part 2: Development Partners Discussion

From Reforms to Results: How Can Development Partners Better Support
Trade and Tourism Competitiveness in CAREC?

Building on Sessions 1 and 2, the panel will discuss how development partners can
better align policy support, technical assistance, knowledge, and financing to help
implement regional trade and tourism priorities and deliver tangible results.

Guided discussion (30 mins)

o Mr. Philip Schellekens, Chief Economist, UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub

o Ms. Indu John-Abraham, Operations Manager for Central Asia, World Bank

o Mr Jahan Shamsiev, Head of Mongolia, European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD)

o Mr. Anzheng We, Senior Investment Officer, Asian Investment Infrastructure Bank
(AlIB)

o Mr. Charymuhammet Shallyyev, Director, CAREC Institute

o Mr. Philip Vernon, Senior Platform Specialist, MCDF

16:45 -17:00

Wrap up and Closing
Ms. Leah Gutierrez, Director General, Central and West Regional Department, ADB




