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Excellencies, Ministers, distinguished colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,  
 
It is a great honour to address you today at this important CAREC Ministerial Conference here in 
Bishkek. Let me begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to our Kyrgyz hosts for their warm 
hospitality, and to the Asian Development Bank and all CAREC partners for bringing us together 
to strengthen regional cooperation and connectivity in Central Asia.  
 
For the European Union, regional cooperation has always been at the heart of who we are. 
Europe’s own history has shown that when neighbours choose partnership over division, they 
unlock peace, stability, and prosperity for generations. This is why the EU has long been a 
committed supporter of CAREC and of all efforts to build bridges—literal and figurative—across 
Central Asia.  
 
Our engagement with the region is framed by the EU–Central Asia Strategy, which rests on four 
key pillars: resilience and security, prosperity and connectivity, green and sustainable 
growth, and regional cooperation. These priorities mirror CAREC’s mission and reinforce our 
shared goal of a more connected, sustainable, and secure Central Asia.  
 
First, connectivity.  
 
Through our Global Gateway initiative, the European Union is investing in smart, sustainable, 
and trusted connections—physical, digital, and energy—that link Central Asia with Europe and 
global markets. Studies on sustainable transport corridors and the outcomes of the EU–Central 
Asia Connectivity Conference are helping chart practical steps to make movement across 
borders more efficient, greener, and more inclusive. CAREC’s work on corridor development 
complements this vision perfectly, and we are proud to support such synergies. The EU is 
focussing on investments linked to the Trans Caspian Corridor to bring us closer together. We 
have already launched a Satellite-based digital connectivity project linking Europe and Central 
Asia and bridging the digital divide by creating access in remote areas.  
 
Second, energy, water, and the green transition.  
 
The EU is committed to supporting Central Asia’s transformation toward cleaner and more 
efficient energy systems. Through programmes such as SECCA and EU4Energy, we 
are assisting governments in developing renewable energy policies, modernizing grids, and 
promoting regional energy trade.  
 
A flagship example of our engagement is the Kambarata-1 Hydropower Project here in the 
Kyrgyz Republic—an endeavour that embodies regional cooperation, balancing energy security, 
water management, and environmental sustainability. The European Union and its Member 
States are proud to support the preparatory phase of this strategic project within the Team 
Europe framework, bringing together European financial institutions, technical expertise, and 



climate finance to benefit the entire region. European Financial institutions have offered loans of 
up to 2.3 billion USD which is about half of the cost of the entire regional flagship project.  
 
Third, sustainable growth and trade.  
 
The EU remains a leading trading partner and investor in Central Asia. Through GSP+ trade 
preferences, technical assistance, and our Team Europe Initiatives on Sustainable 
Connectivity and Water, Energy and Climate, we are helping to create jobs, open markets, and 
strengthen the private sector. Together with CAREC, we promote harmonized standards, digital 
customs procedures, and an investment climate that fosters entrepreneurship and innovation 
across borders. Critical Raw Materials cooperation is another area of increased cooperation for 
more investment and trade.  
 
Fourth, resilience and security.  
 
No development can flourish without stability. The European Union is working closely with Central 
Asian partners to strengthen border management, counter organized crime, and prevent violent 
extremism. Through initiatives such as BOMCA and CADAP, we help enhance regional 
cooperation on security and migration management, contributing to a safer and more stable 
neighbourhood for all.  
 
Finally, people-to-people connections.  
 
At the heart of our partnership are the citizens of this region. Through Erasmus+, youth 
exchanges, and research cooperation, the EU supports education, innovation, and mobility. We 
are investing in the next generation of Central Asians—empowered, connected, and ready to lead 
their countries into a sustainable future.  
 
Excellencies,  
 
As we face global challenges—from climate change to security threats—the importance of 
regional solidarity has never been clearer. The European Union stands ready to continue working 
hand in hand with CAREC and with all partners in Central Asia to promote connectivity that 
delivers, growth that includes, security that protects, and development that 
sustains. Already next week, we are meeting for the EU – Central Economic Forum and the 
Transport and Connectivity Forum in the presence of two European Commissioners to discuss 
our increased cooperation in which European private sector will play an increasing role.  
Together, we can build a region that is more connected within itself and better connected to the 
world—a region that serves as a bridge between Europe and Asia, and between today’s 
challenges and tomorrow’s opportunities.  
 
Thank you.  
  
  
 


