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Honorable Minister of Economy and Commerce of the Kyrgyz Republic, Bakyt Tolomushovich!
Honorable President of the Asian Development Bank, Mr. Masato Kanda!

Honorable Ministers of CAREC countries!

Honorable participants and development partners!

First of all, let me sincerely welcome all of you and wish you good health and productive work.
It is a great honor for me to represent Turkmenistan at the 24th CAREC Ministerial Conference.

On behalf of Turkmenistan, | would like to thank:

- the chairing country, the Kyrgyz Republic, for its active chairmanship and important
contribution to the development of regional cooperation;

- all CAREC countries for their constructive and productive work on the relevant and important
documents submitted for endorsement;

I would also like to express my gratitude to the Asian Development Bank, the CAREC Secretariat,
and development partners for their contribution to strengthening regional cooperation and
continuous interaction.

Dear Participants of the Conference,

Our country reaffirms its strong commitment to the CAREC Program and its vision of achieving a
connected, sustainable, and prosperous region. The theme of this year’s conference, “Green and
Digital CAREC,” is both timely and forward-looking, aligning well with the principles of sustainable
development.

The proposed theme reflects our shared desire to create sustainable infrastructure, introduce
innovations, and address the urgent challenges of climate change and digital transformation.

The process of globalization has accelerated cooperation among governments in all areas of
society. Today, it is difficult to imagine progress without digital transformation, which brings both
new opportunities for development and emerging threats to international security.

Further, | would like to outline Turkmenistan’s position on the key documents presented for 2025.



First. Turkmenistan supports the mid-term review of the CAREC Transport Strategy 2030,
in general. As a country strategically positioned at the intersection of major CAREC transport
corridors, we place great importance on developing our transport infrastructure as a crucial factor
for sustainable development and regional integration.

We recognize the significance of this strategic review in shaping the future of regional transport
cooperation, ensuring sustainable and stable logistics, enhancing the efficiency of transport
corridors, and promoting the ongoing development of a resilient, modern, and digitally enabled
transport infrastructure throughout the CAREC region.

At the same time, we have several editorial comments on the draft Transport Strategy focusing
on the assessment of the situation and the clarity of the conclusions. We hope these comments
will be considered in the final version of the Strategy. We have sent our feedback to the CAREC
Secretariat.

Turkmenistan is actively implementing key transport initiatives, including the modernization and
electrification of the East-West railway corridor, which aligns with the objectives of the CAREC
Transport Strategy. Currently, significant work is being carried out in this area to improve the
transit of goods through our country.

We are committed to enhancing multimodal connectivity, improving border logistics, and fostering
the development of environmentally friendly and smart mobility solutions.

Second. Turkmenistan supports the mid-term review of the CAREC Digital Strategy 2030,
in general.

At the same time, we also have comments on the underestimation of digitalization in our country
and suggestions. We have also submitted editorial amendments to the CAREC Secretariat and
hope these revisions will be considered in the final version of the document.

We highly appreciate the joint efforts of development partners and member countries of the
Program to promote digital transformation in the region.

Turkmenistan recognizes the importance of regional digital connectivity and is ready to contribute
to initiatives such as the CAREC Digital Corridor and the promotion of cross-border e-commerce.

Our national digital transformation agenda, which includes the implementation of smart city
projects, is closely aligned with the main areas of the strategy, including digital infrastructure,
governance, skills development, and innovation.

We believe that the CAREC Digital Strategy 2030 plays an important role in expanding new
economic opportunities, improving public service delivery, and creating sustainable digital
ecosystems.

Third. Turkmenistan supports the mid-term review of the CAREC Integrated Trade Agenda
2030, which provides a timely opportunity to assess our achievements and reaffirm our shared
commitment to creating a more connected and sustainable trading environment.

Today, more than ever, it is important to simplify trade procedures, including through digital
transformation and sustainable development, as key drivers of regional development.



We are committed to aligning our national trade policies with the strategic priorities of the CAREC
Integrated Trade Agenda 2030, including promoting cross-border e-commerce, modernizing
customs procedures, and supporting inclusive trade.

We believe that the CAREC Integrated Trade Agenda 2030 plays an important role in opening up
new economic opportunities, stimulating innovation, and enhancing the competitiveness of our
region.

Fourth. Turkmenistan supports the Strategy for Decarbonization of Healthcare in the
CAREC Region and the report on Minimum Requirements for Climate-Resilient Healthcare
Facilities.

The initiatives reflected in the Strategy are in line with our national priorities in the area of
sustainable development and strengthening the healthcare system, as well as its integration into
broader development strategies.

We consider initiatives to develop healthcare personnel, digital healthcare systems, and inclusive
service delivery to be particularly relevant. The creation of centers of excellence and mutual
recognition of medical personnel certificates will contribute to strengthening regional capacity and
knowledge sharing.

Fifth. Turkmenistan supports the Joint Ministerial Statement, which reflects our shared
commitment to building a greener, smarter, and more connected CAREC region.

The priorities outlined in the Statement include the creation of climate-resilient infrastructure, the
development of the CAREC Digital Corridor, and the launch of the CAREC Trade and Investment
Facilitation Partnership (CARTIF). These initiatives are in line with our national goals for
environmental sustainability, digital modernization, and regional integration.

Dear Participants of the Conference!

In conclusion, let me emphasize once again that close cooperation with the Program’s member
countries and development partners on a wide range of regional initiatives will enable us to
effectively address the global challenges of today and build a sustainable future for our region.

| wish you all well-being and success in your work.

Thank you for your attention.



