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Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

As the Chair of the Program this year, the Kyrgyz Republic has been making active efforts to
advance the priorities of the Program as reflected in the updated CAREC 2030 Strategy and
aligned with the outcomes of the Midterm Reviews of the transport, trade, and digital sector
strategies. We are convinced that their implementation will create new opportunities for
sustainable growth and digital integration across the region.

Under its chairmanship, the Kyrgyz Republic has convened a wide range of events — the CAREC
Senior Officials' Meeting at Issyk-Kul this summer, meetings of working groups on climate and
health, trade and customs cooperation, transport and the railway sector, as well as thematic
forums on the digital economy and human capital development. These activities have helped
advance key CAREC priorities and laid the groundwork for future initiatives.

At the national level, the goals of CAREC strongly align with the priorities of the National
Development Program of the Kyrgyz Republic until 2030, which places particular emphasis on
sustainable economic growth, green energy, digitalization, and human capital development.

Most recently, the second Green Economy Development Program of the Kyrgyz Republic until
2029 has been approved, whose key objectives also correspond to CAREC's priorities.

Kyrgyzstan aims to contribute to making CAREC a platform for introducing innovative solutions,
including in venture financing, green technologies, and digital start-ups.

The Kyrgyz Republic is actively participating in the implementation of key Program projects,
including the Border Crossing Point Modernization Project under the Almaty—Bishkek Economic
Corridor, the Issyk-Kul Lake Environmental Management Project, the “From Glaciers to Farms”
initiative, as well as regional programs on health and digital trade. We express our gratitude to
the CAREC Secretariat and the Asian Development Bank for their continued support of these
projects, which directly help improve the lives of our citizens.



We also highlight the significant contributions of all CAREC member countries and the Secretariat
in implementing joint initiatives. Thanks to our combined efforts, overall CAREC-related
investments have exceeded 53 billion US dollars, a substantial portion of which is directed toward
the development of transport and energy connectivity, as well as digital and social projects. This
is a real example of how cooperation transforms into tangible results.

Given these achievements, the Kyrgyz Republic intends to continue promoting the goals of the
CAREC Program with a focus on:

* developing environmentally sustainable transport and energy corridors;
* expanding digital cooperation through the “CAREC Digital Corridor” initiative;
* promoting venture instruments and innovative financing;

» advancing the CARTIF initiative as the foundation of a new trade and investment
architecture for the region, aimed at boosting mutual trade, investment, and partnerships
with the private sector;

+ strengthening cooperation under the Mountain Initiative, based on the UN General
Assembly resolution on “Sustainable Mountain Development”, under which Kyrgyzstan will
continue to advance the global mountain agenda, including through hosting the second
Bishkek Global Mountain Summit in 2027;

» establishing regional climate finance instruments and developing carbon markets within
CAREC;

+ and preparing for the 25th anniversary of the CAREC Program in 2026, which will mark
a major milestone for our region.

These priorities run as a common thread through the agenda of this Conference.

Now allow me, within the framework of the Statement of the Kyrgyz Republic, to put forward
several proposals to CAREC members and the ADB.

(1) We propose the establishment of a Regional Guarantee Fund that would use guarantee and
insurance mechanisms to reduce financial risks and stimulate projects aimed at enhancing trade
and investment among CAREC countries.

Such a fund would help overcome logistical barriers, strengthen market connectivity, boost trade
and investment, and serve as an important step toward deepening economic integration in the
region.

This proposal fully aligns with the ADB initiative to create a Multilateral Agency for Trade Credit
and Investment Guarantees and can contribute significantly to increasing trade turnover among
CAREC countries.

(2) With regard to our second proposal, | would like to note that in order to further strengthen the
investment attractiveness of the Kyrgyz Republic and improve mechanisms for engagement with
potential investors, the President of the Kyrgyz Republic has established the first sovereign
National Investment Fund.



The Fund is designed to provide a systematic approach to supporting national and regional
projects, building a professional platform for attracting capital, enhancing project preparation
quality, and promoting high standards of corporate governance. Its operations are based on ESG
principles, adherence to the climate agenda, and a commitment to long-term sustainable
development.

The National Investment Fund considers as one of its key priorities the development of projects
that support the green and digital transformation of regional economies. The Fund is ready for
close and practical cooperation with government agencies, international institutions, and the
private sector of CAREC countries. We are open to jointly developing, financing, and advancing
initiatives that strengthen climate resilience, enhance connectivity, and lay the foundation for
sustainable regional growth.

(3) Regarding our third proposal, it should be noted that the Kyrgyz Republic views CAREC as
one of the most prominent examples of regional partnership in Eurasia.

To enhance the effectiveness and visibility of the Program, and considering its growing
significance, the Kyrgyz Republic proposes exploring the possibility of relocating the CAREC
Secretariat to the Kyrgyz Republic.

Our country has the necessary infrastructure, human resources, and institutional capacity to
ensure effective coordination of the Program’s activities.

Hosting the Secretariat in Kyrgyzstan would also contribute to strengthening regional integration,
ensuring balanced representation of all member countries, and elevating the role of Central Asia
in shaping the future CAREC agenda.

In conclusion, the Kyrgyz Republic, as the Chair and an active member of the Program, will
continue to advance the region’s shared goals — strengthening sustainable and digital
connectivity, promoting “green” investments, developing human capital, and expanding
opportunities for business. We hope that this Conference will serve as another step toward
realizing the vision of a “Green and Digital CAREC”.

Thank you for your attention, and | wish all participants success in our joint efforts for the benefit
of our entire region.



