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Dear Mr. Yang and Mr. Sydykov!

Distinguished delegates of CAREC member countries and representatives of development
partners!

Ladies and gentlemen!

At the outset, | would like to express my sincere appreciation to the Government of the Kyrgyz
Republic, the Asian Development Bank, and the CAREC Secretariat for the excellent organization
of this important Conference and for their generous hospitality.

We acknowledge the substantial efforts dedicated to preparing the strategic documents and
initiatives presented for endorsement today. | extend my gratitude to all colleagues and institutions
involved in their development. The collective work of ADB, CAREC member countries, and our
development partners demonstrates our shared commitment to strengthening regional
cooperation and integration.

These documents have been carefully reviewed by the Republic of Azerbaijan, and our
comments and observations have been duly provided. We highly appreciate the
comprehensive work carried out to strengthen regional connectivity and integration within the
CAREC framework.

During the upcoming sessions, we will elaborate further on our positions regarding the strategic
documents and Memoranda of Understanding scheduled for adoption. At this juncture, allow me
to highlight key developments in Azerbaijan’s collaboration with CAREC since the previous
Ministerial Conference.

Starting from the transport sector, the CAREC Transport Strategy 2030 continues to play a
central role in advancing regional partnerships and facilitating seamless movement across
borders. Azerbaijan is implementing major projects to modernize its transport infrastructure and
reinforce its role as a critical transit hub. Recent geopolitical developments have increased cargo



flows through our territory, prompting us to upgrade infrastructure and intensify cooperation with
partner countries.

In this regard, | would like to emphasize the strategic importance of the Middle Corridor. Through
our collective efforts, this vital multimodal route—providing the shortest and most efficient link
between Asia and Europe—has experienced significant growth in cargo volumes.

The Zangazur Corridor, which will establish a direct land connection between Azerbaijan and
Turkiye, represents another key transport artery. Serving as an additional route within both the
Middle Corridor and the North—South Corridor, it will enhance regional connectivity, economic
cooperation, and stability.

We also welcome progress made under the CAREC Advanced Transit System and Information
Common Exchange (CATS/ICE). Azerbaijan was pleased to host the 5th Technical Working
Group Meeting of CATS in Baku in March 2025, with active participation from member countries.

Another major milestone is the development of the Caspian Green Energy Corridor, designed
to interconnect the electricity systems of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan for the first time.
This initiative aligns with regional priorities and further enhances the potential of the Middle
Corridor.

The signing of the Memorandum of Understanding on 4 April 2025 between the Ministries of
Energy of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan, the ADB, and the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank marks a significant advancement. We welcome both institutions’ commitment to
provide technical assistance—each amounting to approximately USD 1 million—to support the
preparatory phase of this project. Ultimately, this initiative will enable regional energy
interconnection and establish a green corridor for renewable energy transmission and trade from
the Caspian region to Europe.

Azerbaijan remains strongly committed to contributing to global energy security while building
a green, sustainable economy. Our country continues to attract substantial investments in
renewable energy projects, including solar, wind, and hydropower. By 2030, nearly 40 percent of
Azerbaijan’s total energy generation is expected to come from renewable sources.

Looking ahead, we envision a partnership that builds upon past achievements while effectively
addressing emerging challenges such as climate change, digital transformation, inclusive growth,
and economic resilience. As the host of COP29, Azerbaijan prioritized raising regional climate
ambition. We are pleased that, on the margins of COP29, member countries adopted the Baku
Declaration — CAREC Partnership for Climate, Innovation and Trade, which sets out a
renewed vision for climate-aligned regional integration driven by innovation and sustainable
development. The documents presented today directly support this shared vision.

Distinguished participants!

The CAREC Digital Strategy 2030, including its objective of creating a unified CAREC Digital
Space, is a significant step forward. It promotes inclusive economic growth, improved public
services, and enhanced competitiveness through digital technologies. Azerbaijan is playing a
leading role in this transformation through initiatives such as the Digital Silk Way project, which
will establish a state-of-the-art fiber-optic cable network beneath the Caspian Sea and position
our country as a major regional digital hub.



Azerbaijan’s long-term digital transformation is guided by strategic policy frameworks such as the
National Artificial Intelligence Strategy 2025-2028 and the Digital Development Concept.
These programs articulate our vision for a resilient, innovation-driven, and citizen-centered digital
economy. We also stand ready to share our advanced digital government solutions-
including myGov, Digital Bridge, Digital Finance-with CAREC partners. Moreover, we see
potential in establishing regional innovation hubs and a CAREC-wide startup accelerator to foster
cross-border entrepreneurship, mentorship, and investment.

Azerbaijan continues to advance the goals of the CAREC Integrated Trade Agenda 2030, with
particular emphasis on customs modernization, sanitary and phytosanitary reform, logistics
enhancement, and digital trade platforms. During the first nine months of 2025, trade turnover
between Azerbaijan and CAREC member states increased by 30.8 percent, exceeding USD 5
billion. CAREC countries accounted for 14.65 percent of Azerbaijan’s total foreign trade
during this period.

As further evidence of Azerbaijan’s commitment to strengthening regional trade and investment
cooperation, | am pleased to inform you that, as of last week, the Minister of Economy appointed
a Trade Representative for the Central Asia region. As the next step, the appointed Trade
Representative will commence activities, with a dedicated office to be established in Uzbekistan.

In conclusion, Azerbaijan reaffirms its strong commitment to regional cooperation under the
CAREC framework and stands ready to continue contributing to a more interconnected, resilient,
and sustainable region.

| congratulate the Kyrgyz Republic on its successful chairmanship of the CAREC Program and
extend my best wishes to Mongolia as it assumes this important role in the coming year.

| wish all participants productive and successful discussions.

Thank you for your attention!



